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By Doug Westfall, Pacific Bulb Society

A Hippeastrum by Any Other Name...
is NOT an Amaryllis

A topic that frequently brings raised eyebrows is the
use of the name of one of the more popular bulbs,
Hippeastrum.  These are bulbs with showy, beautiful, trum-
pet-shaped flowers that are so plentiful around Christmas
time and labeled as Amaryllis. You can find the bulbs in
square boxes with a hole in the top of the box and often a
flower spike protruding from the hole. With all due re-
spect to the growers, primarily in Holland or South Africa,
these are hybrids of the genus Hippeastrum. They are
members of the family Amaryllidaceae. While there are a
great number of bulbs that belong to this family, this article
will focus on the genus Hippeastrum; a genus of bulbs
with many beautiful species. A native to several of the South
American countries with a very few found north of South
America and actually may not be native to Central America
at all.

There is a genus Amaryllis. These are the wildly
popular “naked lady,” Amaryllis belladonna, that Laura
has discussed in detail in a previous article on chipping
bulbs (Volunteer Times, July 2008). They are closely re-
lated to the members of the genus Hippeastrum.

There is significant diversity in the growing habits and
soil requirements of the Hippeastrum family. A few like to
live in marsh areas. Some are most frequently found grow-
ing in moss in the crotches of trees or clefts in rock forma-
tion. Some are found at sea level while others are found
high in the Peruvian Andes in deep river gorges. With some
care, most of them do very well in our southern California
coastal climate.

The growing me-
dium for most
Hippeastrum consists
of a gritty mix of decom-
posed granite and/or
pumice, sand and peat
(about 25% total), and
75% of good, organic
compost. Mix this thor-
oughly and place the
bulb just up to the neck.
Water just enough to
settle the potting mix.

Most Hippeastrum bloom during the summer and a
few bloom in the late winter or early spring. Be very spar-
ing about fertilizing Hippeastrum when blooming. If you
feel that you must, use very diluted fertilizer. Wait until they
are dormant and then do not over fertilize.

Hippeastrum develop offsets during their dormancy.
It is best not to remove offsets while they are still attached
to the mother bulb, and especially if they are still sharing a
basal plate. Wait till the offsets separate completely, usu-
ally after two seasons.

A few of the more sought after Hippeastrum are H.
intiflorum, H. bukasovia, H. argentium, H. parodii, H.
hamisonii and H. arboricola (which is epiphytic). There
are others and this list could be debated. There are two
closely related bulbs that top all on this list. They are
Worsleya rayneri (the blue Amaryllis) and Paramongaia
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By Laura Lyons, Nursery Manager, UCI Arboretum
Sizzling Summer Plant Sales

weberbouri, a large, yellow, fragrant Amaryllis that looks
like a large, 8-inch daffodil.

Hippeastrum, like many bulbs, are interesting to grow
from seed. On July 18, I will host a workshop on growing
Hippeastrum from seed at the UCI Arboretum. The
workshop will be conducted on July 18 from 10 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. It is free to members of the Friends of the UCI
Arboretum, and will cost $10 for volunteers and $20 for
the general public. Reservations are required. For more
information, or to make a reservation, please call Laura
Lyons at (949) 824-5833 or e-mail ldlyons@uci.edu.

Seed Workshop, From Page 1

My, succulents certainly are popular right now, aren’t
they?

At our very successful June Bloom sale it certainly
seemed that succulents were the thing; far outselling the
perennials. Isn’t it great, then, that I have a number of nice
new succulents for our July and August sales, and more in
the pipeline for the fall and, yes, next spring—we are al-
ready thinking that far ahead!

However, let’s bring our focus to this summer. Cur-
rently, we have two summer sales scheduled: one on July
11 and another on August 1.
To beat the heat, we’ll
switch to our summer hours
for these sales—9 a.m. to
noon. That means just one
shift to be filled, a great plus.
The shift will run from 8:15
a.m. to 12:15 p.m. I will
need the usual volunteers:
cashier, one or two sales
people, and, hopefully, a
takeout person. We made
several very large sales dur-
ing June Bloom and, there-
fore, our takeout person
was busy!

As usual for our Satur-
day sales, we will be setting up during our regularly sched-
uled volunteer hours from 9 a.m. to noon the mornings of
Wednesday, July 8, and Friday, July 10. For those of you
who prefer to volunteer on weekdays rather than Satur-
day, your help will be welcomed, and needed during that
time.

Setup for the August sale will be on Wednesday, July
29, and Friday, July 31, 9 a.m. to noon. Your help will be
most appreciated then, too.

Now, back to those new succulents; we have some
nice new items for July and August. First up is Sedum ‘Cape
Blanco,’ a California native sedum. I have to admit I had
NO idea there were sedums native to the Golden State.
There are actually quite a few, but they are native to cen-
tral and northern California. Sedum ‘Cape Blanco’ is a
charming, low-growing selection with tiny rosettes of sil-
very grey leaves. It forms a low, mounding plant.

Another nice selection is Crassula nudicaulis var
platyphylla. This is another low-growing selection with
round, plate-like leaves. Its new leaves are a vivid ma-
hogany red—in springtime, when there is lots of new
growth, the plant is almost all red!  The parent plants I
obtained were much admired (and coveted) by several
volunteers and researchers, so take advantage of your
early purchase rights as a volunteer when this plant
comes out, because I expect it to be popular!

I have several different varieties of Sempervivum
in varying stages, and plan to roll them out in July or

August, plus we’ll have the
very popular succulent
shrub Portulacaria afra,
'Elephant's Food', back in
stock. It is an interesting
mid-sized-succulent shrub.
It can be trained in some
very interesting ways, even
as a bonsai.

These are just a few
of the new items coming
out in the next month or
two. We have plenty of
popular favorites as
well—several species of
Echeveria, popular

sedums, the gorgeous ‘Black Rose’ (Aeonium arboreum
‘Atropurpureum’) and a good variety of aloes; to name a
few items.

Hippeastrum Seed Workshop

Photo by Laura Lyons, Nursery Manger
Aeonium arborgum 'Atropurpureum', Black Rose
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IMPORTANT  DATES
DATE EVENT

July 4 Arboretum closed - Independance day
July 8 & 10 Setup for plant sale,  9 a.m. to noon
July 11 Saturday Plant Sale,  9 a.m. to noon
July 18 Growing Hippastrum Workshop
July 25 Bulb Workday,  9 a.m. to noon
July 29 & 31 Setup for plant sale, 9 a.m. to noon

LOOKING AHEAD
DATE EVENT

August 1 Saturday Plant Sale, 9 a.m. to Noon


