
Thanks to hard work by our volunteers, the UCI
Arboretum enjoys continued success with our Saturday
plant sales. Our August sale brought in over $1,250,
much better than previous years. Add to that, many of
the plants sold were perennials grown here at the Ar-
boretum, rather than the plants we bought wholesale
and resold; ergo, increased profit.

And...many people asked about a plant sale in Sep-
tember. With that and so many new and eager special
event volunteers to help, I decided to go ahead and add
a Saturday sale on September 26—notice that's in LATE
September, hopefully when it will be cooler! (Weather
almanacs are so helpful…)

Our nursery staff has been busy as bees giving us a
good stock of perennials ready for selling, particularly
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our unique and beautiful fall blooming perennials. On
top of that, I was able to obtain more succulents, in-
cluding several Echeveria and three varieties of
Ceanothus in quart size. A quick repot into gallons, a
little fertilizer, and, voila, we’ll have a good stock of
succulents to sell in both the September Saturday Sale
and the Fall Art and Flower Festival in October.

September 25, from 9 a.m. to noon, volunteers are
needed to help set up and label plants.

September 26, from 9 a.m. to noon, we need the
usual assistance for the sale—sales, cashier, assistant
cashier, take-out, and a backstage person who also will
restock and water.

Volunteers willing to help with the sale should con-
tact me by phone at (949) 824-5833 or by e-mail at
ldlyons@uci.edu.

You’re invited to join the Good Guys of Pacific Life
and me for a bulb workday on Saturday, September 19
from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  We'll be lifting bulbs for
the Fall Art and Flower Festival coming up in October
or planting in our garden.

The bulbs were grown in pots and have reached
blooming size. We need to sift them from the soil so
they can be sorted for packaging for the sale or plant-
ing.  This work is done near my office while sitting at
tables under the lovely trees—a cool and pleasant place
to work.

In the past, Pacific Life had between 10 and 20
volunteers, so it should be a busy morning!

To sign up for the workday, please call Laura Ly-
ons at (949) 824-5833 or e-mail ldlyons@uci.edu.

Also, we have a bulb workday scheduled for Fri-
day, October 2, from 9 a.m. to noon. And, additional
workdays in early October are certainly possible. Oc-
tober 10 is a key deadline for our winter growing stock,

Bulb Workday September 19
By Laura Lyons, Nursery Manager, UCI Arboretum as cool night temperatures can trigger sprouting that early.

Look for further information in the October issue of
Volunteer Times, which should come out around Oc-
tober 1.

CURRENT VOLUNTEER
SCHEDULE

PROJECT DAY AND TIME
Nursery Group Wednesday 9 a.m. – noon
Orchid Care Group Wednesday 9 a.m. – noon
SA Bulb Garden Wednesday 9 a.m. – noon
Perennial Garden Thursday 9 a.m. – noon
California Garden Thursday 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Herbarium Group Thursday 1 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Friday Club Friday 9 a.m. – noon
Special Events See Cover
For information on any of these or for general
information on volunteering, call Laura Lyons
at: (949) 824-5833 or e-mail: ldlyons@uci.edu



By Laura Lyons, Nursery Manager, UCI Arboretum

The Life and Times of a Giant Sequoia
Stage 1: Seedling

In its first few decades of life, young Sequoias grow
rapidly as they try to outrace other species for vital water
and sunlight. A young Sequoia has grayish-brown bark and
can be identified primarily by their distinctive foliage. (Pho-
tos are on page 3.)
Stage 2: Spire Top

In approximately 75 to 100 years, a typical young
Sequoia, now known as a spire top, will have reached
a height of 75 to 100 feet. Its bark is still grayish-brown,
branches extend from the ground up, and it has a very
symmetrical/pyramidal appearance.  Foliage and shape
are the best identifiers of a spire top.
Stage 3: Transition

From about 100 to 125 years, our Sequoia has be-
gun to transition as it starts taking on the distinctive ap-
pearance of the species. Its bark turns cinnamon red and
thickens, making it more resistant to fire. Its vertical growth
slows while its trunk thickens and its base develops the
distinctive flair. Its lower branches begin to die and the top
begins to spread out.

Stage 4: Dome-top, Middle Age
As our Sequoia passes into its third or fourth century,

its middle age or dome-top stage, vertical growth has
slowed even more, its trunk and upper branches have in-
creased greatly in girth, its lower branches have all died,
and it has a dome-shaped top,  By this age, there is no
problem identifying our tree as a Giant Sequoia. Depend-
ing on conditions in the forest, our tree may stay in this
stage for centuries.

Stage 5: Snag Top,
Monarchs of the Forest
At some time either fire damages the base or, more

rarely, lightning strikes kill the top of our Sequoia.  From
then on, our tree grows no higher, but its trunk and re-
maining branches grow greatly in girth. For example,
General Sherman, see photograph, the largest tree by
volume in the world, gains about 40 cubic feet of new
growth each year, the equivalent volume to the mature
firs, cedars, or pines that surround these monarchs of
the forest.

Stage 6: Death
Ultimately, all Sequoias fall victim to time and

Stage 4: Dome Top
Middle Age

 This spectacular specimen is near Crescent Meadow in the
Giant Forest grove. See Giant Sequoia,on Page 3



Giant Sequoia, From Page 2

Stage 6: Death
This tree in the Giant Forest toppled about 20 years ago.

Photographs by Laura Lyons

crash to the forest floor. Occasionally, a Sequoia falls rel-
evantly intact, more frequently; though, their brittle wood
shatters when the tree falls. However, it can take a very
long time for a fallen Sequoia to decompose. Their wood
is highly resistant to rot and insects, so fire is the primary
element to hasten their destruction.

Stage 3: Transition

Stage 1: Seedling
Older Sequoias are visible in the background

Stage 2: Spire Top
Young Sequoias are often found in groups, like these
trees in the Giant Forest.

Stave 3:  Monarch of the Forest



IMPORTANT  DATES
DATE EVENT

Thursday, September 10 No Perennial Garden Group
Saturday, September 19 Bulb Workday, 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Friday, September 25 Pre-sale preparation, 9 a.m. to noon
Saturday, September 26 Saturday Plant Sale, 9 a.m. to noon

LOOKING AHEAD
DATE EVENT
Friday, October 2 Bulb Workday, 9 a.m. to noon
October 17 Art of Flowers

Fall Art and Flowers Festival

Note
Due to Customer Demand!

We added a
Saturday Plant Sale

September 26
See page 1 for details.


